TheKingisComing by Dr. H. L. Willimgton Added are the poemsto
recommend this book to buy as one of the greatest books on prophesy. The
following is his outline on heaven. Awesome!

This Side of Heaven We Experience Heart Achesand Sorrows

ISHEAVEN IN THE YELLOW PAGES?

Mommy went to Heaven,
but | need her here today,

My tummy hurtsand | fell down,
| need her right away.

Operator can you tell me
how to find her in this book?

Is heaven in the yellow part,
| don't know where to look.

| think my daddy needs her too,
at night | hear him cry.

| hear him call her name sometimes,
but | really don't know why.

Maybeif | call her,
she will hurry home to me.

Is Heaven very far away,
Isit across the sea?

She's been gone along,long time
she needs to come home now!

| really need to reach her,
but | smply don't know how.

Help me find the number please,
Isit listed under "Heaven"?

| can't read these big big words,
| am only seven.

I'm sorry operator,

| didn't mean to make you cry,

Is your tummy hurting too,
or is there something in your eye?



If I cal my church
maybe they will know.

Mommy said when we need help
that's where we should go.

| found the number to my church
tacked up on the wall.

Thank you operator,
I'll givethem acall.

Heaven is...

Heaven is a place of beauty supreme
With a street of gold and a crystal stream.
Heaven is a place with no toil or strife
With its gates of pearl and the tree of life.

Heaven is a place Jesus went to prepare
So all who believe will be with Him there.
Heaven is a place with no sin or fear;

The Father is there to wipe away tears.

Heaven is a place where loved ones will meet,
And the saints of old with joy we will greet.
Heaven is a place where there is no night;
The glory of God and the Lamb isthe light.

Heaven is a place of beauty, 'this true,

With itslovely estate and its people too.

Heaven is a place where the Saviour will be,

And anywhere the Savior iswill be Heaven for me.
Dr. Shelton Smith

Both heaven and hell are either ignored, ridiculed, or denied by theworld today. In his
book The Biblical Doctrine of Heaven, Dr. Wilbur Smith lists two significant quotes from
aworld-famous theologian and a scientist about heaven:



"It isunwisefor Chrigiansto clam any knowledge of ether the furniture of
heaven or the temperature of hell" (Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr).

"As for the Chrigian theology, can you imagine anything more gppdlingly
idiotic than the Chrigtian idea.of heaven?" (Dr. Alfred Whitehead).

A common gpproach of theliberd clergyman isthat he doesindeed believe
inaliteral heaven and hdl, but limits them both to this earth! In other words,
life's good experiences are "heaven,” and its bad moments "hell." Without
him probably being at al aware of it, his Bible-denying philosophy does
contain avery potent truth! The facts are that thisworld isindeed the only
hell the believer will ever experience, and the only heaven the unbdiever
ghdl ever know! Sometimesa"pious’ objectionisraised uncerning thevery
sudy of heaven. The protest goes: "But don't you think we can
become s0 heavenly minded, that we're no earthly good?' This may be, but
for every onelikethis, there are probably ten bdieverswho areso earthly
minded thet they areno heavenly good. (See Cal. 3:1-3) Inredity, wearetolda
surprigng number of thingsabout our future homeinthe Word of God. Contrary to
popular opinion, heavenisdiscussad far morethan hell inthe Soriptures

A. Thecapital of heaven.
Inthe Biblewereed of three heavens. Brifly, theseare:

1. Thefirg heaven—homeof the birdsand couds. | bendd, ad, lo, therewas
no men,and all the birds of the heavenswerefled (Jar. 4:25).

Theleavesthereof werefair, and the frut thereof mudh, adinitwas meet for all: the
beads of thefidd hed shadow under it, and thefowls of the heaven dwdt in the boughs
thereof, andall flesh wasfed of it (Dan. 4:12).

Behold thefowls of theair: for they sow nat, neither do they reap, nor gather ino
barns yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Areye nat much better then they?
(Mt. 6:26).

AndJesussaith unto him Thefoxeshave hales, and thebirds of the air have nests; but
theSonaof menhethnot whereto lay his head (Mt. 8:20).

It can bereedily seen thet asbeautiful asthisheaven may beon occagon, itisnot the
eternd homeof the redeamed.

2. Thesecond heaven—homeof the sun, moon, and gars. That inblessng |
will blessthee, andin multiplying | will multiply thy seed esthedar sof theheaven,
and asthesand whichisypontheseashore: and thy seed shall possessthegateof his
enemes (Gen. 2217).

Theheavensdedaretheglory of God; and thefimement sheweth his handiwork (Ps
19.1).



Inthe Sixties (beginning with the Russan orbit in 1961 and dimaxing withthe U.S
moon landing in 1969) man for thefirg timein higory succeeded indeveloping a
Space araft that would trangport him out of thefirg heaven into the second heaven! But
aswideand wonderful asit is, the second heaven (like thefirst) cannot be confused
with the heaven of sdlvation.

3. Thethird heaven—home of God.
| knew a menin Chrigt above fourteen yearsago, (Wwhetherin the body, | cannaot tell;
orwhether out of the body, | cannot
tdll: God knoweth;) such an one caught upto thethird heaven (2 Cor. 12:2).

But will Godindead dwdl ontheearth?behal d, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain
theer how muchlessthishousethat | have budded? And hearken thou to the supplication of thy
servant, and of thy people Israd, when they shall pray toward thisplace: and hear thouin
heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou heareg, forgive (1 Ki. 8:27, 30).

Thisand thisdoneisthetrue third heaven. It has dready been noted how man's
brain power recently trangported him from thefirt to the second heaven. But no
spacevehide can ever be devissd which will take him from the second to the third
heaven! Thisjourney can only be effected by blood, and not by brain. In fact,
Jesusoncetald Nicodemusaman could not even ssethisheaven, |et done enter it,
goart fromthe new hirth. See John 3:3.

In Mathew 6:9 our Lord taught his disciplesto pray: After thismanner therdiorepray ye Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name

Here of course, he was referring to the third heaven, the abode of God. However,
the Bible teaches that within this heavenly abode thereexisgsadazzling, high, and
holy city caled the New Jerusdem. This beautiful and blessad aity isthereforenot
only the center of God's presence, but will be the permanent homefor dl the
redeamed throughout eternity. Both Old and New Testament bdlieverslooked and
longed for thiscelestid city.
For helooked for a aty which bath foundations, whose builder and meker isGod. But
nowthey desreabeter country, thet is a heavenly: wherdiore Godisnat ashamed to be
called their God (Heb. 11:10, 16).
But yearecomeunto mount Son, and unto theaty of theliving God, the heavanly
Jarusalem andtoaninnumerable company of angds (Heb. 12:22).
Gloriousthingsare spoken of thee, O aty of God. SHah (Ps. 87:3).

Thereisarive, thesreamswhereof dall mekeglad the

city of God, the holy place of the tabernades of the Mogt High (Ps.
46:4).
Inmy Father'shouseare many mansons. if it werenot so,



| would havetold you. | goto prepare aplacefor you. Andif | goand preparea
placefor you, | will come again, and recaveyou unto mysdf; that wherel am there
yemay bealsoJn. 14:2, 3).

And | John saw the haly dity, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of

heaven, prepared asa brideadorned for her husband (Rev. 21:2).

B. Thecharacterigicsof heaven (factsabout the New Jerusalem).
1. Theshapeof thisdty.
Andtheaty liethfoursguare andthelengthisaslargeasthebreadth . . . thelength
and the breadth and the height of it are equal (Rev. 21:16).
Thisdescription dlowsfor two posshilities, namdy thet the New Jerusdemisinthe
shapeof acubeor that of avast pyramid. Both structures meet the necessary
qudificationsin thisverse. Paul Lee Tanwrites

"Advocatesof thetriangular-dhaped dty aremany: H. A. Ironside, CharlesH. Welch,
AlvaMcClain, Wilbur Smith, John Walvoord, and others. Theawkwardnessof a
ridiculoudy low wal (Rev. 21:17, 144 cubits on 216 feet) whichendosesa
tremendoudy high cubicd dty isdted for thisdternate choice of atriangle Thelow
wadl seemsto harmonize better with apyramid-sheped aty.
Ontheother hand, advocates of acube-shaped aty ssegood reasonsfor ther
preferences. In Revelation 21:3, the voice which accompaniesthe descent of the
New Jerusalemto the New Eathisdear: 'Behold, thetebernadle of God iswith
man.' Itisinteresting to note
thet theHoly of Hdliesingdethetabemadeis cubide-shgped (20 x 20 x 20 cubits). Gary Cohen
takes his stand in the Grace Journd: The suggestion thet the entire ity isahuge Holy of Holies,
cubica in shapeaswas the secred inner sanctuary of the Temple (1 Ki. 6:20), perfectly fitsthe
truth that this city will be the very place where God mekes Hisdwdling™ (The New
Jerusalem pp. 18, 19).

J Vernon McGee, however, suggestsathird posshbility.

"The shape of thiscity isdifficult to describe. . . . Some have envisoned it

asacube, othersas apyramid. In view of thefact that it is hanging in space

asaplanet or dar,
it seemsthat it would beaglobe. . . . Thecity isinsdetheglobe. . .. Thelight
would shine through the twelve foundations, giving afantastic and startling
coloring to the new universe. . . . From the outside, the city lookslikea
diamond. The gold istransparent and the diamond is the setting for the gold on
theinside. . . . Welive on the outside of the planet called earth, but the Bride
will dwell within the planet caled the New Jerusdem. The glory of light



streaming through this crystal clear prism, will break up into a polychromed
rainbow of breathtaking beauty. The sohere will have the circumference of 8164
miles. The diameter of the moon is about 2160 miles and that of the New
Jerusalem sphere is about 2600 miles; thus the New Jerusalem will be about
the size of the moon. And it will be a sphere, as are the other heavenly
bodies.

Whilethe Bible definitely picturesthe New Jerusalem asfloating in space, it
should not be thought of as asatellite city to the earth, but rather the opposite,
that is, the earth as asatellite planet encircling the New Jerusalem.”

2. Thegzeof thisaty.
...and hemeasured the aty with thereed, twelve thousand furlongs (Rev. 21:16).
According to our present-day messurementsthis city would be roughly 1400

mileslong, high, and wide. If placed in America, it would reach from New
York City

to Denver, Colorado, and from Canadato FHorida

How bigisadty thissze? Our earth has goproximately 120 million
sgquare miles of water surface and 60 million square miles of land
surface. If one

multiplies 1400 by 1400 by 1400 (the dimensions of the New Jerusdem), he
arrives a thetotd cubic miles of the city, asaggering figure of 2 billion, 700
million! Thisissome fifteen times the combined surface of the entire earth,
incdluding both land and water area
It has been estimated that gpproximeatdy 40 billion people have lived on our planet ance
the cregtion of Adam. Of thisnumber, over 4 billion areliving today. Densty Sudiesof
city populationsasaure usthet every sngle one of these 40 hillion could essily be
accommodated upon just thefirg “foundationd floor" of thismarveous 1400-ayered
metropolis.
3. Theinhabitantsof thisaty.
Who will dwdl in that shining city of the gars? a The holy and dect angdls.
But yeare come unto mount Son, and unto the dity of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
andto aninnumeralde company of angds (Heb. 12:22).

And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angelsround about thethroneand the
beagsand thedders and thenumber of themwasten thousand timesten thousand, and
thousands of thousands (Rev. 5:11).

God, of course, knowsthar number, but they are presented to men as uncountable.
Theremay beas
many angdsasthereare sarsin the heavens, for angd s are often assodiaed with the
dars(job 38.7; Ps 148:1-3; Rev. 9:1, 2, 12:3, 4, 7-9). If thisis S0, thereexist untold



trillions of these heavenly beings. (See Ps. 68:17; Mt. 26:53; Dan. 7:9, 10.)
Angdsaeranked asfollows.
(1) Archangds.
@ Michad (Dan.10:13 21; 12:1; Jude9; Rev. 12:7).
b Gabrid (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Lk. 1:19, 26).
(2) Cherubim (Gen. 3:24; Ex. 25:18-20; Ezek. 1:4-28; 10:1-22).
(3) Seraphim (Isa. 6:1-7).
(4) Living creatures (Rev. 4:6-9; 5.8; 6.1, 3, 5, 7).
(5) Ruling angds (Eph. 1.21; 3:10; Cal. 1:16; 2:10; 1 Pet. 3:22).
(6) Guardian angds (Mt. 18:10; Heb. 1:14).
(7) Angdsasodated with horsesand chariots
(2Ki.211; 6:17; Ps 68:17; Zech. 1:.8-11; Rev. 19:14).
b. Thetwenty-four dders(Rev. 4:4).
c. Thechurch.
Asthefallowing passagesindicate, the New Jerusdlemisin redity the Bridegroom's
wedding ring to hisbeloved bride.

Butyeare come unto mount Son, and untothe dity of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
andtoan innumerable company of angdls, tothegeneral assembly and church of thefirgtborn,
which arewritten in heaven, and the God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect (Heb. 12:22, 23).

And after thesethings, | heard a great voice of much peoplein heaven, saying, Allduig;
SAlvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: Let usbeglad and
regjoice, and give honour tohint for themarriage of the Lamb is come, and hiswife hath
made hersdf ready. And to her wasgranted that she should bearrayed in fine linen, clean
andwhite: for thefinelinen isthe righteousness of saints (Rev. 191, 7, 8).

And| saw a new heaven and a new earth: for thefirst heavenand thefirs earthwere
passed anay, and there was no more sea. Andthere came unto me one of the seven
angdswhich had the saven vialsfull of theseven lagt plagues, and talked with me,
saying, Come hither, | will show theethe bride, theLamb'swife. And he carried me
away intheaint to a great and high mountain, and showed me thet great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God: and her light
waslike unto a fone most precious, even likea jasper done, clear ascrystal (Rev.
21:1,9-17).

THISISJUST WHAT HEAVEN MEANSTO ME

1. A country where no twilight shadows deepen,
Unending day where night shall never be.



A city whereno storm clouds ever gather,
Now thisisjust what Heaven meansto me.

CHORUS:

What will it be when we get over yonder
And join the throng upon the glassy sea?

To greet our loved ones and crown Christ forever,
Oh, thisisjust what Heaven meansto me.

2. And when at last we see the face of Jesus,
Before whose image other loves all flee.
And when they crown him Lord of all I'll bethere,
Now thisisjust what Heaven meansto me.

CHORUS:

3. A place wherethereisno misunder standing,
And from all enmity and strifewe'refree.
No unkind wordsto wrong the heart are spoken,
Now thisisjust what Heaven meansto me..

CHORUS:

d. Saved lgad.
Although the New Jarusdlem is bedcdlly awedding present from the Bridegroom (Christ)
to the bride (the church), Israd neverthdess is dso invited to dwdl within these jasper
wadls.
Severd passagesbear thisout:
But now they desrea better country, thet is a heavenly: wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called thar God:. for he hath
prepared for them a city (Heb. 11:16).
And whilethey went to buy, the bridegroom came; and
they that were ready went inwith himto themarriage: and
the door was shut. Hislord said unto him, Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hogt been faithful over afewthings, | will
maeketheeruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord (Mt. 25:10, 23).
Our Lord quotes these words during his Mt. Olivet
discourse. In relating two parables he likens saved Isradl to



some prepared wedding guests (parable of theten virgins),
and later astwo faithful servants (parable of the talents). He
thus pictures saved Isradl as

joining the bride and bridegroom.

e. TheFather.

And immediatdy | wasin the Soirit: and, behold, a throne was st
in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat wasto look
upon like a jagper and a sardine sone: and there was a rainbow
round about the throne, in 9ght like unto an emerald (Rev. 4.2,
3).

)There seems no doulbt that the One John sees Sitting
upon thisthrone is the Father himsdlf.

The only other description of the Father in the Bibleis
found in Daniel 7:9:
| bendd till the throneswere placed, and the Ancient of daysdid
gt, whose garmant was white as snow, and the hair of his head
like pure woal; his throne was like the fiery flame, and his
whedsashburningfire

f. TheSon.

And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four
beagts, and inthe mdds of thedders, sood a
Lamb as it had bean dain, having seven homs and seven eyes,
which are the saven Sairits of God sent forth into all the earth
(Rev. 5:6).

Herewelearn that not only isthe Lamb of God an occupant
of heaven, but the very source and strength
and center of heaven, without which there could be no
heaven! Thuswe see;

Thelight of heaven isthe face of Jesus.

Thejoy of heaven isthe presence of Jesus. The song of

heaven is the name of Jesus. The theme of heavenisthe
work of Jesus.

The employment of heaven isthe work of Jesus. The fullness of
heaven is the Person of Jesus.

In the book of Revdation John refersto Jesusasalamb nolessthan



twenty-seven times. From these verses we see that heaven's Hero will
be: There Is a Higher Throne”

Words and Music by Keith & Kristyn Getty

Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music

There is a higher throne

Than all this world has known,

Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue
Will one day come.

Before the Son we'll stand,

Made faultless through the Lamb;
Believing hearts find promised grace—
Salvation comes.

REFRAIN

Hear heaven's voices sing;

Their thund'rous anthem rings

Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies.
Their praises rise.

All glory, wisdom, pow'r,

Strength, thanks, and honor are

To God our King, who reigns on high
Forevermore.

And there we'll find our home,

Our life before the throne;

We'll honor Him in perfect song

Where we belong.

He'll wipe each tear-stained eye

As thirst and hunger die.

The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King;
We'll reign with Him.

“There Is a Higher Throne”
Words and Music by Keith & Kristyn Getty
Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music

(1) AdainLamb
And | behdd, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the dders, food a Lanb as it had been
dain, having saven horns and seven eyes, which are the saven Soirits of



God sent forth into dl the earth (Rev. 5:6).
(2) A redeamingLamb

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the sealsthereof: for thouwart dain, and host redeamed usto
Gad by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation (Rev. 5:9).

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh, what aforetaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His Blood.

Thisismy story, thisis my song,

Praising my savior al the day long.

(3) Aworthy Lamb
Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was dain to receive

power, and riches, and wisdom, and srength, and honour, and glory,
and blessng (Rev. 5:12).

(4) A comforting Lamb
For the Lanmb which isin the midgt of the throne shall feed them, and

ghdl lead them unto living fountains of waters and God shall wipe
anay all tearsfrom their eyes (Rev. 7:17).

(5) AlifegivingLamb
And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names
arenot written in the book of life of the Lamb dain from the foundation
of theworld (Rev. 13:8).

(6) Anovercoming Lamb
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
thar testimony; and they loved not ther lives unto the death. These shall

make war

withtheLamb, andtheLamb shall overcomethent for heisLord of lords,
andKing of kings: and they that arewith mare called, and chosen, and
faithful (Rev. 12:11; 17:14).

(7) Aneernal Lamb
And every creaturewhich isin heaven, and on the earth, and under the
eath,and such asareinthe sea, and all thetarein them, heard | saying,
Blessng, and honour, and glory, and power, be untohimthet Sitteth uponthe
throne, anduntotheLambfor ever and ever (Rev. 5:13).

(8) Anangry Lamb



Andsaid to themountainsand rocks, Fall on us, and hide us fromtheface
of imthet Stteth onthethrone, and from thewrath of the Lamb (Rev.
6:16).

(9) A loving Lamb
Let usbe glad and rgjoice, and give honour to him: for themarriage of the
Larbiscome, and hiswife hath made her sdlf reedy (Rev. 19:7).

(10) A shining Lamb
Andthecity had no need of the sun, nather of the moon, to shineinit: for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof (Rev.
21:23).
[lludraion A song by the Getty's

First Line: Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,
Slain for us - and we remember

The promise made that all who come in faith
Find forgiveness at the cross.

So we share in this bread of life,

And we drink of His sacrifice

As a sign of our bonds of peace

Around the table of the King.

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ,

Torn for you - eat and remember

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life
Paid the price to make us one.

So we share in this bread of life,

And we drink of His sacrifice

As a sign of our bonds of love

Around the table of the King.

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,
Shed for you - drink and remember

He drained death's cup that all may enter in
To receive the life of God.



So we share in this bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of grace
Around the table of the King.

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise
To respond, and to remember

Our call to follow in the steps of Christ

As His body here on earth.

As we share in His suffering

We proclaim Christ will come again!

And we’ll join in the feast of heaven
Around the table of the King

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, page 2
Slain for us - and we remember

The promise made that all who come in faith

Find forgiveness at the cross.

So we share in this bread of life,

And we drink of His sacrifice

As a sign of our bonds of peace

Around the table of the King.

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ,

Torn for you - eat and remember

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life
Paid the price to make us one.

So we share in this bread of life,

And we drink of His sacrifice

As a sign of our bonds of love

Around the table of the King.

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,
Shed for you - drink and remember

He drained death's cup that all may enter in
To receive the life of God.



So we share in this bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of grace
Around the table of the King.

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise
To respond, and to remember

Our call to follow in the steps of Christ

As His body here on earth.

As we share in His suffering

We proclaim Christ will come again!

And we’ll join in the feast of heaven
Around the table of the King

g. TheHaly Spirit.

Although the Sairit of God isnot asprominent asthe Father or Son, heis
unquestionably an occupant of the New Jerusdem as atested by the following
passages

And| heard a voice from heaven saying untome, Write, Blessed arethe dead
whichdiein the Lord fromhenceforth: Yea, saththe Sainit, thet they may ret
fromther labours: and their works do follow them (Rev. 14:13).

And the Sairit and the bride say, Come. And let imthat heareth say, Come Ard
let imthet is athirg come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
fredy (Rev. 22:17).

4. Thepopulation of thiscity.
Wehavedready discussad the possihilities of literdly trillions of angdsbang in
heaven. But do we have any inkling a al concerning the number of human
beingsto eventudly reach heaven? The surprisng answer isit may indeed be
possibleto project arough percentage number. As previoudy stated, it has
been estimated that approximeately 40 billion people have lived on our
planet sncethe creation of Adam. The question then would be how many of
this number will we seein heaven?

To hep answer this, consder another gaidtic. Severd anthropologists
and sociologists have caculated that as many as 70 percent of al
humans born never liveto cdebratether eighth birthday; they are
killed by disease, war, starvation, etc. What happens to the souls of
al theselittle ones? Various verses make it clear that they goto be



with Jesus. (See 2 Sam. 12:23; Mt.18: 1-6, 10; 19:14; Lk. 18:15-17.)
Now, add to this figure the millions of babies murdered by abortion
each year, 40 million worldwide. In our own country we have
daughtered nearly 8 million snce 1973. Abortion is now the number
one cause of death inthe U.S. These victims of abortion, likethose
children dying outs de the womb, aso go to bewith Chridt. Findly, let
us suggest that 10 percent of those 40 billion human beingsborn on
the earth accept Chrigt as Savior sometime after reeching the age of
accountability. Put thisfigure with therest and tota it up. The column
would read:

28,000,000,000 (the 70 percent who died before reaching their eighth
birthday)
500,000,000 (those killed by abortion thus far) 1,200,000,000
(thosewho acoept Chrig as Savior) 29,700,000,000 grand total
Thus, it is possiblethat nearly three fourths of dl human bengswill
eventudly enjoy theglories of thiswonderful city.
It should be noted that thisfigure does not take into account those miscarriagesand
dtill-birth desths which could make the final number even higher.
5. Thefoundation of thisaity.
The city rests upon twelve layers of foundation soneswith each
layer being inlaid with adifferent precious gem. These are:

Firg foundaion—inlad with jasper, a aydd-dear diamond, as bright as a
trangparent iaddein thesunshine.
Second foundation—inlaid with sgpphire, ablue opague sone with gold specks.
Third foundation—inlaid with cha cedony, asky-blue
sone with stripes of other colors running throughiit.
Fourth foundation—inlaid with emerdd, abright green stone.

Fifth foundation—inlaid with sardonyx, awhite sonewith layers of red.
Sixth foundation—inlaid with sardius, afiery red sone.
Seventh foundation—inlad with chrysolyte, atrangoarent golden yellow stone.

Eighth foundation—inlaid with beryl, a sea-green stone.

Ninth foundation—inlaid with topaz, atrangparent golden-green stone.
Tenth foundation—inlaid with chrysoprasus, ablue-green stone.
Eleventh foundation—inlaid with jacinth, aviolet sone.

Twdfth foundation—inlaid with amethyst, aflashing purple sone.

These twelve foundations were not only inlaid with costly gems, but each



foundationd layer carried the name of one of the twelve apostlesin the New
Testament.
And the wall of the aty had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
apodiesof theLamb (Rev. 21:14).
6. Thewallsof thisaty.
Thewadlsof the New Jerusdem measure some 216 feet high and are made of
japer.
And hemessured thewal | thereof, a hundred and forty and four cubits, according tothe
measure of aman, that is, of theangdl. And the building of thewall of it was of jasper:
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass (Rev. 21:17, 18).

Thewall is obviously not for protection, but for design and beauty only. In
comparison to Sze, a216-foot wall around a 1,400-mile-high city would belike
aone-inch curb around the Empire State Building.

Thewadlssurrounding Jarusdemare often mentioned in the Bible.

a. David took thewadled aity of Jerusalem from the Jebusites around
1,000 B.C. (2 Sam. 5); they had enclosed the ophd areawith walls
about 1800 B.C.

b. Both David and Solomon enlarged thesewdls (1 Ki. 3:1; 9:15).

c. Jehoash (northern king) later broke down apart of thewall (2 Ki.
14:13).

d. Jothem (Judean king) rebuilt thewall (2 Chron. 27:3).

e. King Manasseh enlarged it (2 Chron. 33:14).

f. Nebuchadnezzar destroyed thewdl (2 Chron. 36:19).

g Danid predicted thewdl would bereouilt (Dan. 9:25).

h. Nehemiah rebuilt thewal (Neh. 2:17; 6:15) the remnantsof thiswal
have been discovered by BenMazar of Hebrew Universty.

i. Herod enlarged thewall in 20 B.C.

j. Herod Agrippal built thenorthwal (thirdwall) in A.D. 40— 44.

k. Titus destroyed the wall in A.D. 70.

1. Hadrianrebuiltitin A.D. 135.

m. Thepresent wal wasbuilt by the Modem Sulemean the Magnificent in
A.D. 1538.

n. Theaveragethicknessisten feat and the height thirty-el ght feet.

o. Thedrcumferenceistwo and a-haf miles and formsarough square
with thefour sdesfaang thecardind points of the compass

p. Pag and futurewallsof Jerusalem.

(1) About onemileindrcumferencein David'sday .
@ Three milesin Solomon's time.



@) Four milesin Jesus day.
@ Sx milesduring the millennium (Ezek. 48:35).
5) Thedrcumferenceof the New Jarusdem (5600 miles).
©)
7. Thegatesof thisaity.
Therearetwdve gatesto this dity, three gateson eech
sgde. On each gateisthe name of one of thetribes of

(7)

|sradl. Each gateis compaosed of abeautiful solid white pearl.

And had awall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gatestweve angds and names
written thereon, which arethe names of thetwelvetribes of the children of Israd: Ontheeast
three gates, on the north three gates; on the south three gates, and on the west three gates
(Rev.21:12, 13).

In Nehemiah'stimetherewereten.

a.sheep (3:1)
b.fish (3:3)

c.old (3:6)

a.valley (3:13)

e.dung (3:14)

f. fountain (3:15)

g.water (3:26)

n.horse (3:28)

i. east (3:29)

j. Miphkad (3:31)

In themillennial earthly city of Jerusalem therewill betweve gates, three gates on the
north, three on the south, three on the east, and three on the west. Each gate will be
named after one of thetwelvetribes of Isradl.

In the heavenly New Jerusalem therewill betweve gates aranged and named asthe
gatesin the millennid city, but in addition (as we have seen) an angd will be assigned to
each gate. Furthermore, every gate will be made of solid pearl.

At the present timetherearedeven gatesin theold City of Jerusdem Seven are open
gates, and four are closed. The seven open gates are (clockwise, beginning a 12 noon):

Damascus Gate. Herod's Gate. St. Stephen's Gate. Dung Gate. Zion Geate. Jaffa Gate.
New Gate.

Thefour closed gates are: The Eadtern Gate. The Single Gate. The Double



Gate. The Triple Gate.

8. Themain grest of thisaty.

The central boulevard of the New Jerusalemis composed of pure
transparent gold.
And thetwdve gaesweretwdve pearls every severd gatewas of
onepearl: and the dreet of the ity waspuregold, asit were
transparent glass (Rev. 21:21).

When one consders the price of gold (nearly $600 an ounce at
the beginning of the eghties), the tota worth of this city becomes
incomprenengblel

9. Thethronewithin thisaty.
And immediatdy | wasinthe spirit; and, behold, athronewasstin
heaven, and onesat onthethrone And hethat sat wasto look upon like
ajagper and asxdinesone and therewas arainbow round about the
throne, in 9ght like unto an emerdd. And beforethethronetherewas
asaof glasslikeunto arysd: and inthemidst of thethrone, and
round about the throne, were four beegts full of eyesbefore and
behind (Rev. 4:2, 3, 6).

10. Theriver of lifein thisaty.
And he showed me apureriver of water of life, clear asarysd,
procesding out of thethrone of God and of the Lamb (Rev. 22:1).
The Holy Sairit doubtless meant to meke at least somereference
to thisriver when heinspired David to write: Andhedhdl belikea
treeplanted by theriversof water, thet bringeth forth hisfruitin his
season; hisleaf dso shdl not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shdll
prosper (Ps. 1:3).
Thereisariver, the sreamswhereof shal make glad the aity of
God, the haly place of the tabernacles of the most High (Ps. 46:4).
11. Thetreeof lifein thisaty.
Inthemdd of thedreet of it, and on ather sde of theriver, wasthere
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yidded her
fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations (Rev. 22.2).

When God crested man and placed himin the Garden of Eden he placed at
Adam'sdigposa (among many other things) thetree of life. But when man
gnned, he wasdriven from Eden and fromthistree

And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the Sght,
and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of



knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:9).
S0 hedrove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim, and a
flaming svord which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life (Gen. 3:24).

At that point in human history thetree of life disgppears, but hereintheNew
Jerusdemit will blossomand bloomas never before. Inhisbook Reveling Through
Revelation, Dr. J. Vernon McGee writes the following words concerning this
river and thistree

"Up to thischapter, the New Jerusdem seemsto bedl minerd and novegeadle Its
gopearanceisasthedazding display of afabulousjewdry store, but thereisno soft
grassto St upon, no green treesto enjoy, and no water to drink or food to edt.
However, hereintroduced are the dementswhich add arich softnessto this aity of
elaborae beauty.”

Paul Lee Tanwrites

"Because of thelocation of thetree of life on either Sde of theriver,' theologians
have understood the 'treg to be not asingletree, but asnglekind of tree. . . arow
of treeson @ther Sdeof theriver. Others, however, see onetree planted & the
middleof theriver, with branchesextending to both banks. Thetreeislarge enough
to soan theriver, so tha theriver isin the midst of the Street, and thetreeison
both sdes of theriver" (The New Jerusalem, p. 28).

12. Therdationship between thisaty and earthly Jerusalem. We have dready
s2en that therewill betwo fabulous aties of God in thefuture. Oneislocaed
ontheearth.

It will be known as Jehovah Tsdkenu, meaning, "the Lord our righteousness’
(Jer. 23:6; 33:16), and the other is Jehovah Shammah, meaning "the Lord isthere’
(Ezek. 48:35). The other aity issuspended in space and is called the New
Jerusaem (Rev. 21:2). This one of courseis thousands of timesthe size of the
earthly city and will endure forever. The question has often been asked whether
thesetwo citieswill exit a the sametime If so, who will livein each?

Clarence Mason offersthe following comments concerning this:

"It iscommonly understood by premillennidigtsthat the redeemed of all ageswill sharein
the millennium on earth. This poses a problem which is not often mentioned but which
nonethd ess has disturbed many earmnest Bible sudents and puzzled expositors. Evidently
because devout sudents of the Word recognize that they must reverently avoid going



beyond what God has revealed, they have tended to 'skip' this problem. After dl, there
are some mysterieswe must be willing to leave with God, and they fed thiswell may be
oneof them. But isit?

| refer, of course, to the question in the millennium, how will those who enter
that period in resurrected bodies rel ate to those who enter with nonresurrected
bodies, that is, those living Jews and Gentileswho comein saved from the
tribulation period?

The general supposition isthat we will live side by Sde, asit were, inthesame
earth areas and environment; but thiswould make for some strange Situations. |
have never heard any attempt to discuss the matter explicitly with suggested
solutions, so | shdl attempt asolution.

My wifeand | live at 330 Harrison Avenue in a Philadd phiasuburb. We have
neighbors on each Sde of us, and neighbors on the other side of the Street cor-
responding to the three houses on our side. Suppose God, in line with the usud
view, placed my wife and me a 330 Harrison Avenue during the millennium,
but withneighbors ather then the presant ones. Look at thishypotheticd chart:

Jews Gentiles Jews
from before bornduring the martyredinthe
Christ millennium tribulation
(resurrected) (nonresurrected) (resurrected)
327 329 331
HARRISON AVENUE
328 330 330
Living Jews The Masons Living Gentil
from thetribulation from the church age IVIng tSentiies

(nonresurrected bodiies) (resurrected bodies) from the tribulati on
(nonresurrected bodi es)

My wifeand | resde at 330, two church-age believersin resurrected bodies,
1. In328, to our lft, isaJewish family who recaived Chrigt as Lord during thetribulation
period, wererescued by our Lord a His second coming, and entered the millennium
in non-resurrected bodies.
2.1n 332, to our right, isaGentile family who came out of the tribulation dso. Thefather,
wife, and two children were saved early in the tribulaion period.




3.1n331, diredtly acrossthe dret from them, area Jaw and hiswifewho bdieved onthe
Lord Jesus during the tribulation but were martyred for thair faith by Satan's mongter of
iniquity for refusng to bow down to the image of the beast, set up in the holy place
(Mt. 24:15; Rev. 13:14, 15). They ds0 have
resurrected bodies

4.1n 329, next to them and directly acrossthe street fromus thereisa
Gentilefather and mother, each of whom were bom of saved Genttile parents
during theearly part of the millennium. Their parents entered the
millennium, likethosein 328 and 332, when Chrigt came back to set up
His kingdom. These second generaion parentshavealittie boy three years
old and ababy on theway. (Each of thosein 329 will haveto be saved
like people in any preceding age; for sadly, each would be cgpable of
snning brazenly and openly, resulting in their being smitten by
Chrigt's rod of iron," or even be guilty of posing asloyal citizens
until opportunity is given to show ther true inner fedingswhen Satan
isrdeasad a the end of the 1,000 years, perishing with himin his
abortiverebellion.)

6. In 327, to their right, is aJewish family who lived before the time of
Christ and died looking for a heavenly city which God had prepared
for them (Heb. 11:16). They arein resurrected bodies.

To summarize, the peopleresiding in 327, 330, and
331 have glorified bodies. They do not cohabit with their wives and
do not produce children. They do not have old natures. They cannot sin.
They have never-dying, never-aging bodies. There is no suggestion in
Scripturethat they will eat food or be sustained by it.
On the other hand, familiesliving in 328, 329, and
332 do NOT have resurrected bodies. They will eat, deep, play, cohabit with
their wives, have children, and probably work in the earth, which, though curse-
freed, will have cropsthat need to betilled (Amos 9:13-15).

How would this neighborhood get dong together? Will we dl "go to church'
together? Or, will we dl go up to Jerusdem together (Zech. 14:16, 17; Mic. 41,
2)?1f 0, how? Will 'their' kids play in ‘our' backyards? Will the nice peoplein
332 invitedl five neighbor familiesto
abarbecue on their spaciouslavn? Will | offer to drive the young pregnant
wife and her little boy (in 329) to the supermarket in my Zippo Eight, while her
husband istilling the earth outside of town? Will these neighbors play
horseshoes together? What will my wife and I, and the peoplein 327 and 331



do at night while those in 328, 329, and 332 are sleeping, since we have
permanent, resurrected bodies that need no deep?

What sort of community would it be with people who cannot sin living side by
sde with those who can? To add to the complications, just what would bethe
relationship between those in 328 and 332, who are saved but can sin, and that
young couple in 329, who wind not only sin but might reject Christ's
claims and remain unsaved? Why would God put mixed-up groupslikethisin
tens of thousands of neighborhoods dl over theworld?

However, if we accept the solution that the New Jerusdlem will berelated to
timeaswdll aslater to eternity, then things begin to unwind in our thinking.
Certainly Christ and all resurrected saints will return to earth in resurrected
bodiesto joinin Hisday of triumph and exaltation. But that Christ, or wein
resurrected bodies, will remain on earth dl through the thousand years has been
assumed and not stated. As previoudy suggested asfar as Christ is concerned,
implicitin thetitles 'King of Kings and 'Lord of lords' isthe thought that He
will heavily delegate authority, and perhaps David will be His earthly regent
over lsradl.

Supposethat, during the millennium, Christ and those believers of previous ages
who have resurrection bodies, live in the New Jerusalem and the people
with nonresurrected bodies live on earth. Kings of the earth would 'bring their
glory and honor' into the New Jerusdem and earth'sinhabitants longevity
would be assured by the provision of the 'leaves of thetree of lifefor the
healing [health] of the nations." Each kind of people, resurrected and
nonresurrected, would be in suitable habitats. There would be full cooperation
between the New Jerusdlem and province Earth and full submission to King
Jesus. But we would have aredly viable solution to the puzzling problem of
all kinds of peoplefrom all kinds of agesliving dl mixed up together in earth's
neighborhoods.

May thisbethe solution? Think it over!" (Prophetic Problems, Moody Press,
1973, pp. 246-249).

13. Thenatureof theresurrected bodiesin thisaity.
To summarize, dl resurrected bodies shal resdein the heavenly city, but will
reign upon the earthly city. Having now examined our future location, what do
we know about our transformation and (finaly) our vocation? In other words,
what will be the nature of these resurrected bodies and what activities will we
carry on through them?
In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul answers questions concerning this transformation.



In verse 44 he writes, "Thereisanatura body and thereisaspiritua body."
'What is the difference? Congder abook with asheet of plain white paper suck
ingdeit. In thisillustration the book is man's body and the paper sheet ishis
gpirit. Down here the book "bosses' the spirit. It hasthefinal say. Thisisthe
natural body, governed by the physical laws of gravity and time.

But now take the white sheet out of the book and wrap it around the book
like acover. Now the sheet (spirit) ison top. It hasthefind say. Thisisthe
spiritua body, unaffected by the physical laws of gravity or time, but enjoysthe
blessings of eternity.

Inverses 39-41 Paul suggeststhat the new spiritud body is as superior to the
old natura body as
a. Thehuman body istothose of animals (15:39).
b. Theheavensaretotheearth (15:40).
c. Thesunistothemoon (15:41).

In hisbook The King of the Earth, author Erich Sauer writes:

"The results and technica gpplication of aomic physics throw a surprisng light on this.
Today the transmutation of dements is dready possble and men can a any time carry it
out in aomic laboratories and plants. As success upon success quickly followed upon
Rutherford's first achievement in 1919, the transmutation of atoms soon became amost an
‘everyday occurrence in the research inditutes’ The idea of the unchangesbility of
elements belongs to the past.

The basic condtituents of matter are everywherethe
same. Whether it is mercury, gold or sulphur, carbon or
oxygen, we are ultimately only concerned with protons, neutrons and dectrons. NV 1iiCri
element it is agpenas only on their number.
If an atomic nucleus congsts of seven protons and neutrons and isencircled by
the same number of eectrons, wecdl it nitrogen. If thereare Six, thenitis
carbon. If there are e ghty, thenitis mercury; if seventy-nine, thenitisgold.

If the atomic nucleus gains or loses one or more protons or neutrons, then the
element becomes another. So uranium becomes radium with itsradiations, and
radium becomes lead. Should we therefore succeed in shooting a proton out of
the nucleus of amercury atom, then the transmutation of mercury into gold has
been accomplished, and the old dream of the medieva a chemists has been
fulfilled. The physicist of today could, in fact, 'make' gold. The "philosopher's
stone," sought for in vain for centuries by the dchemigts, which makesthis
miracle possible, iselectricity at atension of afew million volts.

Thisleadsusto ask if men in thar |aboratories, by bombarding atomic nuclel



and removing protons and neutrons from them, are able to transmute
elementsinto other dements, eg., base metdsinto semi-precious or precious
metals, why should God not be able to transform and transmute el ementsinto
others? If man can change mercury into gold, why should God not be able to
change water into wine?

Admittedly man requires mighty power stations for this transmutation. But
does not God, the Almighty, haveinfinitely greater sources of power a His
disposal, than man's greatest power plants? Indeed, did He not from the very
outset, asthe Creator of matter, Himsalf cal these atomic powersinto being
and unite them? Hence they are only a part of His power, and He can at any
timefredy determinetheir compostion” (Eerdmans, 1955, p. 179).

Such then, will bethenatureof our transformed bodies. Thesebodieswill belikehis
gloriousbody (Phil. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:1-3).

They will conast of flesh and bone (Lk 24,39, 401. Christ
ateinhisglorified body (Lk. 24:41-43; Jn. 21:12-15).
These bodieswill not be subjected tolawsof gravity and time (Jdn.
20:19; LK. 24:31,36).
They will berecognizable bodies (Mt. 8:11; Lk. 16:23; 1 Cor.
13:12).
They will be eternal bodies (2 Cor. 5:1).
They will be (aswe have dready seen) bodiesin which thespirit predominates
(1 Cor. 15:44, 49).
14. Theactivitiesof theredeemed in thiscity.
A popular but totaly perverted concept of heaven would describe that futurelife
in the skiesin terms of some disembodied spirits pioudy perched on fleecy
clouds
and srumming their golden harps. This may be heaven according
to Wat Disney, but New Testament it is not. Scripture would
indicate that:
a Heaven will beaplaceof anging.
Sng, Oye heavens, for the Lord hath doneit; shout, yelower
parts of theearth: break forth into snging, ye mountains, 0
foregt, and every treetheran: for the Lord hath redesmed Jacob,
anddorified himsafinlgrad (Isa 44:23).
Sying, | will dedlarethy name utomy brethren, inthemidst of
the church will | sing praise unto thee (Heb. 2:12).



And they sung asitwerea new song beforethe throne, and
beforethefour beasts and theeders and no man could leam thet
song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were
redeamed fromthe earth (Rev. 143).

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marveous are thy works
Lord God Almighty; jugt and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints (Rev. 15:3).

There are of course some songs we sing down here that we
won't sng up there. We will not sing, "When We All Get to
Heaven," or "Sweet Hour of Prayer." But other earthly
hymns will be gppropriate to Sng up there, such as "Gredt Is
Thy Faithfulness," and "All Hail the Power of Jesus Name."

Two of heaven'sgreatest songswill havefor thar
theme God'stwo great works.

1) Thehymn praigsng God for hismighty work of creation:
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they areand were
created (Rev. 4:11).

@ Thehymn praisng God for hismighty work of redemption:

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast dain, and hast
redeemed usto God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation (Rev. 5:9).

b. Heaven will bea place of fdlowship.

One of the most beloved gospd songsis entitled, "L eaning On the Everlasting
Arms" Thefirg sanzabegins: "What afdlowship, what ajoy divine. .. ."
Sometimes however, as one observes the petty squabbling which goesoninloca
churches, thisverse might be rephrased to read: "What? A fdlowship? What? A
joy divine?' But in heaven red and eternd fellowship will prevail.

Not only will believers enjoy blessed fellowship with other believers, but,
even more important, we shal know and be known by the Savior inafar more
Intimate way than ever possible here on earth. Note the thingsthisgood and
great and chief Shepherd will do for his sheep in heaven aslisted by John:
Hewill feed usthat hidden heavenly manna; hewill give usanew name.

Hethat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To
himthat overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth
saving hethat receiveth it (Rev. 2:17).



Hewill lead usbesdetheliving waters, hewill dry all our tears.
For the Lamb which isin the mids of the throne shall feed them, and
dhall lead them unto living fountains of waters. and God shall wipe
away all tearsfromther eyes(Rev. 7:17).

He will allow usto sit with him on histhrone.

To himthat overcomethwill | grant to St with mein my throne, even
asl also overcame, and amst downwith my Father in histhrone
(Rev. 3:21).

Hewill dressuswith hisown righteousness.

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints (Rev.
19:8).

c. Heaven will bea place of tegtifying.
Let theredeemed of theLord say so0.. . . (Ps. 107:2).

Jesus. .. saith. .. Go. . . tdl them how great things the Lord
hath donefor thee, and hath had conpasson onthee (Mk. 5:19).

It has already been suggested that heaven's human population
may approach (or exceed) 30 billion. Each of this staggering
number will have his or her unique and personal testimony.
Thus, the first few million centuries might well be spent in the
hearing of these redemption reviews. Add to this number the
untold trillions of angels, each doubtless desiring to share
what their Creator has done for and meant to them.

d. Heaven will bea place of serving.
And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall beinit; and hisservantsshall serve
him (Rev. 22:3).

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve himday and
night in histenple and hethat gtteth on thethrone shall dwell among
them (Rev. 7:15).

While we cannot be dogmatic on the exact nature of this
service, we do know from the following passages that a
portion of our labor for the Lamb will bethat of exercisng
authority and judgment over men and angels.

Do yenot know that the saintsshall judgetheworld? andif the

world shall bejudged by you, are ye unworthy to

judgethesallest metters? Knowyenat thet weshdl



judgeangds? how much morethingsthat pertanto

thislife?

(1 Cor. 6:2, 3).If weauffer, weshall alsoragnwith him: if wedeny

him, healso will deny us (2 Tim. 2:12).

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, nether light of the
aun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall ragn for ever and ever
(Rev.22:5).

e Heaven will bea placeof learning.
For weknowin part, and weprophesy in part. But whenthat which isperfectis
come, thentha whichisin part shall bedoneaway (1 Cor. 13:9, 10).

Wha will welearn about in heaven?

(1) Wewill lear n concer ning the Person of God. L& ussupposein heavenwe
areableto double our learning eech year concerning the person and
attributes of God. Thisisnot at al an unreasonable assumption, for the
Chrigianwill
possessagnlessand glarified body, dong with aholy and tirdessdesireto
know more about Jesud So hereisabdiever who beginseternity with X
amount of knowledge about God. At the beginning of his second year hehas
double
this, thethird year four times as much, the fourth year he knows eight times
asmuch, éc. By theend of hisdeventh year hewill increese hisknowledge
concerning God athousandfold. At the conclusion of year number twenty-
onethe figure jumpsto one million. At the end of the thirty-first year the
number legpsto one hillion. Following the fourty-firgt yeer it reechesone
trillion! Ashefinisheshisfirg century in eternity hisknowledge of God
(doubling each year) would reach 10* (onefollowed by 30 zeros).

This figure is thousands of times more then the combined totd of dl the
grans of sand on dl the seashores of the earth. But this number smply
marks his first one hundred years. How much knowledge doubling will
he have experienced at the end of his first one million years? This sta
ering figure cannot even be comprehended by the mortal mind, but
whatever it is, and however many zeros it represents, it will double
itself the very next year! The point of dl the above is smply this.
Throughout the untold and unnumbered trillions and trillions of years
in timeless eternity, each child of God can double his or her learning



about the Cregtor each year and yet never even remotdy exhaust the
awvesome height, depth, or length of the Person of God! Our
testimony will continuously be: "0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments,
and hisways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33).

(2) Wewill learn concerning the plan of God. One of the

most painful questions asked here
on earth by Christiansiswhy aloving and wise God dlows certain terrible
tragediesto occur. Asan example, hereisayoung, spirit-filled pastor. He
has spent anumber of years diligently preparing for the ministry. Hiswife
has sacrificed to help put him through school. But now dl thisis paying off.
His church is experiencing an amazing growth. Souls are saved weekly. New
convertsare baptized each Sunday. Additiona Sunday school buses are
purchased and anew building is planned A skeptical community dowly finds
itself being profoundly influenced by this vibrant and exciting pastor and his
people. Suddenly, without any warning, the minister iskilled in afreak
accident. Shortly after the funerd the till-confused and stunned congregation
extendsacal to another man. But the new minister shows little compassion
and less leadership ability. Soon the flock is scattered and the once-thrilling
tesimony of a
growing and glowing work isdl but stilled!

How many times Snce Abd's martyrdom a the dawn of humean higtory
havesamilar
tragedies|like this taken place’? One nead only changethe names, places and
rearrange some of thederalls But the searing and searching
guestion remains. Why does God permit such terriblethings?

We may rest assured, however, thet in heaven. God will take eech of usaside
and explain fully the reason for dl our sufferings and trids. We then will say
thewordsonce sated by a
Gdlileen crowd in Jesusday: Hehath donedl thingswell . . " (MKk. (:37).

(3) Wewill lear n concer ning the power of God.
Inthe beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1). Just how vast
Isour universe? Itisso hugethat it takesabeam of light (which travels some
700 million miles per hour) over ten hillion yearsto crossthe known
universe! Within thisuniverseare untald trillions of sars, planets, and other
heavenly bodies. God made them dl to ingruct man concerning his power
andglory (Ps 191, 147:4; 1sa 40:26). We shdl someday therefore vist each
gar and explore every corner of our Father'suniverse!

In dosing this section and thisbook consder:
C. Thosedementsabsent in heaven.



1. Nomoress.
And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for thefirst heaven and thefirst
earth were passed away, and therewasno more sea (Rev. 21:1).
Comparewith thefollowing:
But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast
up mireand dirt. Thereis no peace, saith my God, to thewicked (Isa. 57:20, 21).
2. Nomoretears no moredeath, no morepain.
And God shall wipe away all tearsfromthear eyes, and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shdl therebeany nore

pain: for theformer thingsare passed away (Rev. 21:4).
3. Nomoresun or moon.

And the dity had no need of the sun, nether of the moon, to shinein
it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof (Rev. 21:23).

4. Nomoreinsecurity, no morenight.
Andthegatesof it shall not beshut at all by day: for thereshall be
no night there (Rev. 21.:25).

5. Nomoregn.

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or meketh alie but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life
(Rev. 21:27).

SITTING BY THE FIRE

He wasn't much for stirring about: It wasn't his desire.

No matter what the others did, He was sitting by the fire.

Same old story day by day: He never seemed to tire.

While others worked to build their church, He was sitting by the fire.
At last he died as all must do: They said he went up higher.

But if he is doing what he used to do, He is sitting by the fire.

6. Nomoredckness, nomorecurse.
Inthemdd of the dreet of it, and on ether Sde, of theriver, wasthere
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yidded her
fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations (Rev. 22:2).

7. Nomorethirg, or morehunger, or moreheat. They dall
hunger no more, nather thirg any more; nather shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat (Rev. 7:16).



D. Thosedementspresent in heaven.
1. Glory.
Father, | will that they also, whom thou hagt given me, be with me
where | amt that they may behold my glory, which thou hagt given
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation
of theworld (Jdn. 17:24).

For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom.
8:18).

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine
init: for theglory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb isthe light

thereof (Rev. 21.23).
2. Holiness.

And there sall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh alie: but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life
(Rev. 21:27).

3. Beauty.

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined (Ps. 50:2).
4. Divinelight.

Arise, shine; for thy light iscome, and theglory of the Lord isrisen upon thee.

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and grossdarknessthe people:

but the Lord shdl arise upon thee, and hisglory shdl be seen upon thee. And the

Gentilesshdl cometo thy light, and kingsto the brightness of thy rising (Isa.

60:1-3).

The sun shall be no morethy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon
givelight unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlagting light, and thy
God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; naither shall thy moon withdraw
itsdf: for theLord Sl bethineevarladinglight,
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended (Isa. 60:19, 20).
5. Unity.
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in
one all thingsin Christ, both which are inheaven, and which are on earth;
evenin him (Eph. 1:10).
6. Perfection.

But when that which is perfect is come, then that which isin part shall be done
away (1 Cor. 13:10).



7. Joy.
Thou wilt show methe path of life: in thy presenceisfulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasuresfor evermore (Ps. 16:11).
8. Eternity That whosoever bdieveth in Him should not perish but haveeternal life. Jn
315









